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13.   The Petitioning Association respectfully invites   the attention of
this Hon'ble House to the fact that, at much personal sacrifice and
even at the risk of their lives,1 leading members of the Indian community
fulfilled their part of the compromise.

14.  The Petitioning Association feels that the Bill before this Hon'ble
House disregards the admittedly valuable help rendered to the Govern-
ment of the Colony by the Association in connection with the compromise.

15.  Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that this Hon'ble House
will reject the Bill, or grant such other relief as to it may seem fit and
proper.   And for this act of justice and mercy, etc,, etc.

ESSOP ISMAIL MIA,

CHAIRMAN

M. K. GANDHI

HONORARY SECRETARY

Archives of Legislative Assembly, Pretoria;   also   Colonial  Office Records:
291/132     -

272.   LETTER TO GENERAL SMUTS2
{JOHANNESBURG,]
August 14, 1908
DEAR SIR,
I deem it to be my duty to approach you, at the eve of what promises,
for Indians, to be an interminable struggle. Nearly sixty Indians are
now undergoing imprisonment with hard labour at the Johannesburg
Gaol. Over thirty have suffered imprisonment and been discharged
since the renewal of the struggle. Thirteen Indian merchants are at
present undergoing imprisonment at Standerton.
On Sunday3, we meet to burn registration certificates. The return
of these certificates up to the time of writing is about4-----They are still
pouring in, and, by Sunday, it is highly probable that we will have
at least fifteen hundred. I do not know that all those are true men
[who] would fight to the last and suffer every form of hardship. The
giving oC their certificates is an earnest.
* The reference is to the assault on Gandhiji and Essop Mia- Vide "My Reward",
p, 93, "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 250-1 and "Essop Mia", p. 256^
2 This ktter is damaged and indistinct at places,
a August 16. The date earlier fixed for burning these certificates was Sunday,
July 12, but it was postponed in deference to Gartwright's suggestion; mde "Letter to A.
Cartwright", p. 352. The certificates were ultimately burnt at the mass meeting of
August 16.
4 A word is missing here.